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WRITING A 
RESEARCH 
PROPOSAL

• The format of a 
research 
protocol…



ETHICS AND REFLEXIVITY

• This process is fluid and non-linear.

- Anonymity of participants’ identity

- Confidentiality of the provided information

- Informed consent from the participants

• Review of ethical problems and dilemmas as part 
of reflexive research practice



IRB (ETHICAL APPROVAL) APPLICATION

• Evaluating:

- Review exemption

- Minor-risk review

- Normal review

• Preparing documents (depending on 
each institution):

- Application form

- Research proposal

- Informed consent form

- Interview guide / Questionnaire

- Recruitment advertisement 

- CV & ethical training certificate 

- Application fee



RESEARCH PROPOSAL

• Project title

• PI & Co-PI

• Research topic

• Research aims & literature review

• Research methods & procedure

• Sampling of participants

• Research design & process

• Research timetable

• Data analysis approach

• Risk/benefit to participants

• Conflict of interests

• List of references



INFORMED CONSENT CHECKLIST

• Funding sources

• Inclusion/exclusion criteria of participant selection

• Taboos, risks, and benefits

• Data storage and safety (and for how long) 

• Conflict of interest: commercial interests

• Compensation and insurance

• Voluntary participation and the freedom of withdrawal

• Be careful: child participant – guardians’/parents’ consent



APPROACHES TO QUALITATIVE DATA
• A continuum of researcher ‘contamination’:

- Deductive coding (top down):
theoretical analysis (interpreting the story 
beyond the storytellers)

- Inductive coding (ground up):
simple editing of narrative accounts (allowing the 
story to speak for itself)



STEPS FOR CODING QUALITATIVE DATA

• First round pass at coding data:

- Using the participant’s own 
words

- Capturing an action

- Open coding: An initial round of 
loose and tentative coding

- Descriptive coding

- Structural coding

- Values coding

• Organise your codes into categories 
and sub-codes

• Further rounds of coding

• Turn codes and categories into your 
final narrative



THREE COMMON 
APPROACHES
• Thematic content analysis: key 

themes labelled as ‘codes’ + 
context = thick description

• Grounded theory: data saturation 
+ constant comparison

• Framework analysis: thematic 
analysis + grounded theory 
(indexing)





KNOW YOUR RESEARCH GOAL:
RELATING ANALYSIS TO QUESTIONS

• Analysis might aim for some of the following outcomes:

1. Developing conceptual definitions;

2. Developing typologies and classifications;

3. Exploring associations between attitudes, behaviours and experiences;

4. Developing explanations of phenomena;

5. Generating new ideas and theories;

6. Supporting policy decisions and/or evaluation.
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